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It’s not over yet
Be prepared for winter storms
Few of us can forget the brutal storm 

that passed through here a year 
ago, damaging our electrical grid 

and interrupting the flow of power to 
some members for several days. That 
memory reminds us that—even though 
winter will be winding down—it’s not 
over yet. For safety’s sake, please join us 
in remaining vigilant and prepared for 
the consequences of severe weather.

Owen Electric employees are ready 
to respond as quickly and safely as pos-
sible to make the necessary repairs to 
restore power should we experience se-
vere snow and ice. The effects of heavy 
snow and ice—and subsequent melt-
ing—can be devastating to our lines. It 
can also hinder how quickly crews can 
make it into the area to diagnose and 
repair damage.

Members can report power outages 
24 hours a day, seven days a week with 
our free mobile app, OEC Mobile. You 
can also report your outage by calling 
(800) 372-7612; be aware that during a 
large outage, phone lines may be busy 
due to others calling in. To find updates 
regarding outages, follow our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. You can also log on to 
owenelectric.com, and click the Outage 
Map icon to see outages across our ser-
vice territory and roads that are affected.

I encourage you to be ready, too. Take 
precautions to safeguard you and your 
family in the event of an extended 
outage. If you or a family member are 
medically dependent on electricity, 
please have a plan in place. For more 
information, from the Community 
Matters tab on our website, click the 
Outage Safety & Preparedness link. 
There, you’ll find a link to the FDA’s 
guide to preparing for and handling 
electrical medical devices.

Finally, don’t forget that when an 
outage occurs, it usually means power 
lines are down. Always assume any 
downed lines you see are energized and 

dangerous. Stay as far away from them 
as possible, and report the situation to 
Owen Electric’s systems operators by 
calling (800) 372-7612 or a local law 
enforcement agency immediately.

While none of us can control the 
weather, we can all be prepared to 
handle a storm-related outage as quickly 
and safely as possible. Owen Electric is 
ready, and I hope you will be, too.
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DEADLINE APPROACHING
Apply for the Washington Youth Tour by February 11

Every year, Owen Electric offers 
high school juniors the opportu-
nity to visit Washington, D.C., and 

learn about our country’s history.
The Washington Youth Tour is an annu-

al weeklong event in June during which 
about 1,400 high school juniors from 
across the country travel to Washington, 
D.C., to learn more about government, 
cooperatives and electrification.

During the Washington Youth Tour, 
delegates will get the opportunity to 
meet youth from across the country, in-
teract with cooperative and government 
officials, and visit historic landmarks.

The purpose of the tour is to provide 
these outstanding young people with 
the opportunity to:
• better understand the value of 

electricity,
• become more familiar with the his-

torical and political background of 
the United States, and

• prepare for their future.

The application process is open to any 
high school junior whose primary resi-
dence is in Owen Electric’s service terri-
tory. Applications are due February 11, 
2022. 

Applications can be picked up at 
any Owen Electric office, or  
online at owenelectric.com/
washington-youth-tour.

Austin Arnold, foreground, a 2019 Washington Youth Tour delegate, visits the World 
War II Memorial—one of many landmarks students visited while in Washington, D.C. 
Photo: Tim Webb

GENERATOR  
SAFETY
for your home

A portable generator can be the key to your survival during 
a storm, but do you know the risks it can pose to you, your 
home and those around you?

GENERATOR DOS AND DON’TS

DO operate a generator outdoors in an area  
with plenty of ventilation.

DO install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms inside the home 
to provide an early warning of this odorless, colorless gas 
that can kill you.

DO NOT plug a generator into the wall without installing 
a transfer switch to prevent backfeed.

DO turn the generator on before plugging in appliances.
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Owen Electric employees deck the 
halls for Ronald McDonald House of 
the Bluegrass

On November 30, the following 
employees used their annual 
community service day and 

traveled to Lexington to help brighten the 
spirits of families who likely would not 
get to celebrate Christmas at home: Jude 

Canchola, Sherra Dunlap, Travis Duvall, 
Whitney Duvall, Teresa Hamilton, Mike 
Stafford and Michelle Webster.

Employees spent their community service day putting up lights, nativity scenes, Christmas 
trees and garland at Ronald McDonald House of the Bluegrass. Photos: Whitney Duvall
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Board of Directors
John Grant, Chairman
Rick Messingschlager, Vice Chairman
Hope Kinman, Secretary/Treasurer
Alan Ahrman
Eddie McCord
Charlie Richardson 
Robert True

Michael Cobb, President and CEO
James M. Crawford, Attorney
Whitney Prather Duvall, Editor

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Toll-free 1-800-372-7612

Owenton Office
8205 Hwy 127 N.
P.O. Box 400
Owenton, KY 40359-0400
(502) 484-3471

Boone County Office
Florence Government Center
8100 Ewing Blvd.
Florence, KY 41042

Grant County Office
300 Arbor Drive, Suite 1
Dry Ridge, KY 41035

Pendleton County Office
10599 Hwy 27 N.
Butler, KY 41006

www.owenelectric.com

This institution is an equal  
opportunity provider.

Follow us on social media:

Owenton Christmas 
Parade a glowing 
success

A fter a year’s hiatus due to 
COVID-19, the Owenton 
Christmas Parade was a par-

ticularly beautiful event. We appre-
ciate the employees who bedazzled 

and decorated the bucket truck and 
safety trailer—neither have ever looked 
better! Thanks to Ashley Bartram, 
Cody Beckham and Travis Duvall for 
their creativity and hard work.

Charlie Richardson, 
director for District 
1—Owen County, 

drops off gifts for children, 
purchased by Owen Electric 
as a part of the Owen County 
Christmas Project.

A special “thank you” 
to Director Hope Kinman, 
District 7—Northern Boone 
County, for contributing to 
the project as well. W
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